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FROM THE
EDITOR’S DESK

EDITORIAL

I started writing while in primary school as it has always been 
my passion. Whenever I went to a new place, I’d always write 
something about the place or the new people I’d meet there. 
Writing makes me feel happy and it has always been a pleasure 

writing as it’s enjoyable.

In our previous edition, we featured stories that were aimed at bringing 
out the efforts made by women on our day to day living. The edition 
was warmly welcomed by the humanitarians and the community we 
serve with the most outstanding feature being that of the 56 year old 
mother of 51. We also featured the story of Ninwa, a mother of three 
who has gone against all odds to go back to school with her children 
with the hopes of a better future through education.

In this issue we feature striking stories of persons of concern (POC) that 
are aimed at letting people know that refugees are people like you and 
me. Our stories touch on excellent performance by girls in the national 
examinations here in the camp and also how refugees earn their living 
in the camp just like other people around the country and the world 
at large. We have also feature a short write-up on Ger Duany, a South 
Sudanese refugee, Hollywood movie actor and model, who has just 
been unveiled as the UNHCR goodwill ambassador. His is a story of 
success amidst his former status as a refugee.

The World Refugee Day is celebrated to honour the spirit and courage 
of millions of refugees worldwide. We should know that refugees are 
people just like anybody else and the situation they are in is temporary 
and not permanent. No one leaves home unless they have to and 
refugee status is not a choice.

The 2015 theme for the World Refugee Day is ‘Get to know refugees - 
people like you and me,’ and is aimed at sensitizing the public on the 
needs and positive contribution of refugees and dispel the notion that 
refugees are aliens.

We do hope that you will find this edition enjoyable and informative as 
well. Karibu.

Issue Editor

Ayan Mohammed
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UNHCR has partnered with FilmAid to nurture 
young and upcoming artists in Kakuma under the 
Artists for Refugees Programme. The Programme 
which involves training on music, arts, photography, 
and sports has seen the country’s top artists and 
professionals visit the camp in a bid to inspire and 
mentor the young talents. The Programme that 
started in late April 2015 saw the likes of Victor Ndula; 
Cartoonist, Artist and journalist, Celestine; Artist, 
Cartoonist, and Illustrator, John Nyaga; Professional 
paint artist and illustrator, Octopizzo; Kenyan Rapper, 
Sebastian; professional photographer, Gitau: Music 
producer, and graphic designer among others work 
with the upcoming talents for two weeks.

The youth aged between 13-27 were carefully 
selected to take part in the Programme. This year’s 
Programme will see the artists produce songs and 
art pieces that will be showcased during the World 
Refugee Day on the 20th of June 2015 at Kakuma 
Peace Centre at Kalemchuch. It will also offer a 
platform for talent exposure where the best in both 
categories will get a chance to travel to Nairobi and 
meet other professionals in their respective fields 
and compete.

“I like this Programme since it has introduced us 
to new things and technology. I am fascinated 
with what you can do with a computer, just as a 
painter would do,’ says Mansoor, one of the arts 
trainees. Most of these youth were interacting with 

modern technology for the first time in their lives. 
Some of the arts trainees were amazed at the use 
of computers to color their drawings and how one 
could easily scan documents into the computers. 
For the upcoming musician getting to hear their 
voice recordings in studio with a professional music 
producer was exhilarating and almost unbelievable. 
They got to experience the real feel of how music is 
produced.  Journalism students got a boost to their 
skills when they were taken through a practical and 
interactive session on photography and blogging. 

According to the arts trainers, most trainees 
performed better than they had expected. ‘It is 
amazing to find such talent in the camp. It’s more 
than we had expected to find and the level of 
dedication shown by the team is incredible,’ says 
Nyaga. The arts students were taken through basic 
training in painting, poster making, cartooning, and 
digital painting while the music trainees were taken 
through team building sessions, rap, and had some 
of their songs recorded for them. The music team is 
also expected to perform during the World Refugee 
Day celebrations.

The Artist For Refugees Programme has, since its 
inception, received a positive response from the 
trainers, trainees, and the community at large and 
many hope that the Programme will continue into 
the future.

HIGH HOPES FOR 120 TALENTED UPCOMING REFUGEE ARTISTS AS UNHCR 
PARTNERS WITH FilmAid IN THE ARTIST FOR REFUGEES PROJECT
By Ayan Mohamed

“I like this 
Programme 
since it has 
introduced 
us to new 
things and 
technology. 
I am 
fascinated 
with what 
you can 
do with a 
computer, 
just as a 
painter 
would do

Number of talents who 
took part in the Artist for 
Refugees programme

ARTISTS FOR  REFUGEES PROJECT
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W ithin the congested 
Ethiopian Market in Kakuma 
1, Kakuma refugee camp, lies 

a tale of struggle and brilliance. In a place 
where most people would wish never to 
live in or have memories of the hard life 
lies a photo studio which provides many 
with those very memories. 

When she first arrived in the camp in 
the year 2013, Mitin Alemayehu did 
not have an idea of what awaited her. 
However she had a strong will to survive 
and make it in the camp. She sought 
to start a business that would keep her 
busy and relieve her from the stress and 
problems that filled her mind. “It was 
hard to find a business idea at first being 
new to the camps,” says Alemayehu. She 
walked around the camp after being 
settled in the Ethiopian community in 
Kakuma 1 so as to determine gaps that 
she could capitalize in and make a living 
out of it. She also involved her friends to 
help her find the perfect business idea 
before seeing an opportunity in the 
photography business.

She got a stall in the heart of the 
market, strategically setting her up 
for her business. “I then looked for a 
second hand laptop and a camera and 
started out,” says Mitin. She admits that 

it was hard at first as she could only 
could gather a handful of customers 
per week. Her husband, who is also her 
business partner, was supportive of her 
initiative. “With my old laptop, I set out 
to find what different service I could 
avail to my customers to help me cut 
a niche in the business,” she says with a 
smile. “I downloaded Adobe Photoshop 
Software and trained myself on how to 
change background in my composition 
and some basic colour correction,” she 
added. I met Mitin at an art class that 
was organized by FilmAid International 
and UNHCR a few weeks ago where I 
was surprised at how fast she learnt how 
to use Photoshop for illustrations while 
a good number of us found the laptops’ 
mouse touch pad amusing. She told me 
that on a good day she makes enough 
to sustain herself and her family. 

At Mitin’s photo studio, you are likely to 
part with Ksh. 50 for a photo and upto 
Ksh. 400 for an edited photo. She admits 
that a huge chunk of the money she 
makes is spent on paying her bills and 
buying materials for her business. She 
has also diversified her business in order 
to make as much as she can. Apart from 
photography, she also runs a computer 
bureau service where she does typing, 

With my old laptop, I 
set out to find what 
different service I 
could avail to my 
customers to help 
me cut a niche in the 
business

LADY PHOTOGRAPHER

printing of documents, computer repair 
and maintenance, as well as download 
royalty free music from the internet for 
her customers. 

Behind the happy face and a successful 
business, Mitin suffers from a condition 
known as Kidney Cyst. She finds it 
hard to walk, sit, or stand for long and 
occasionally suffers from pains on her 
side. She has sought treatment from the 
two major health facilities in Kakuma 
but her condition is not getting any 
better. “At one time I went to Nairobi 
to seek treatment for my condition and 
the health facility in the city asked for 
$6,000. “I am a refugee! Where can I get 
that kind of money?” She asked. 

Among the challenges that Mitin and 
other small business owners in the 
camps are facing is the high amount of 
money they have to part with monthly 
in settling electricity bills. “The bills are 
very high. I end up spending up to Ksh. 
3,000 per month on electricity yet I 
work for few hours a day.”

Besides her love for photography, Mitin 
is an artist. She likes drawing and is 
optimistic that her future will be bright. 

Her story is one that reveals the hidden 
talents that lie in the camps. Through 
empowerment, people like her will 
definitely have a brighter future and a 
better life.

By Emman Nasralla
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THE UNTOLD SCARS

On the 23rd March, Nyalang Bol rode a motorbike 
home from the office. She was heading home for 
lunch after a hard day’s work. She is a resident of 
Kakuma 2. What she did not know was that this was 

not going to be a normal lunch break. The motorbike ride started 
well until it lost control and fell on Kakuma-Lokichogio highway 
sending both the rider and Nyalang right into the thorny bushes 
that tore through their skin.

Motorbike accidents are slowly becoming a daily occurrence with 
the IRC main hospital treating more and more accident related 
injuries daily. Micheal Kemboi of IRC estimates that they treat 
5 patients daily with accident related injuries. “Quite a number 
of injuries may result in permanent disabilities and even death 
depending on the injuries incurred during the accidents. Head 
injuries are more serious and some patients may have to be 
referred to Nairobi for treatment,” says Michael.

“After the accident, my whole body was in pain and I felt the 
thorns in my body,” says Nyalang Bol. “I only realized that the 
motorbike rider had been texting his brother before loosing 
control after he apologized and tried to explain what had 
happened.” She continued. “I felt so mad at him.”

Our investigations revealed that more than 90% of the accidents 
were either caused by over-speeding and or negligence. Kakuma 
Refugee Camp is located in the Northern Parts of Kenya, on the 
boarder separating Kenya, Uganda, and Sudan. Unlike many 
towns in Kenya, Kakuma lacks an elaborate transport system. 
With no roads or unauthorized vehicles allowed in the camp, 
motorbikes have become the only means of transport for the 
refugee and the host community. A number of boda boda 
bicycles also plight the camps informal streets. The motorbikes 
have provided an important source of income for both the 
refugee and the host communities.

Abdikadir Mohamed is one of the Kakuma boda boda motorbike 
riders. He has been riding for the past 4 years. For Abdikadir, his 
safety and that of his customers takes priority.  He has his helmet 
and jacket on at all times. He tells us that he has witnessed more 
motorbike accidents than the number of times he has been in 
the camps. Abdikadir admits that most of the riders in Kakuma 
have not gone through driving schools and do not adhere to the 
traffic laws. He says the rush to make more money by carrying 
more passengers is the main cause of accidents.

In November 2014, a motorbike taxi rider from South Sudan 

Many refugees and the host community continue to risk their lives daily through 
motorcycle accidents. Here is what you need to know and how to be safe on the 
roads.
By The Refugee Team

PHOTO: BY Otieno Samuel/FilmAid

Continued on the next page
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The world is full of dreamers but only handfuls have the courage 
to achieve their dreams. Most secondary school pupils in Kakuma 
Refugee Camp dream of attaining a mean grade of B (plain) and 
above in the national examinations with the hope of securing 
an opportunity for  higher learning through the World University 
Service of Canada (WUSC). For the few who make it, it presents 
them with an equal opportunity to compete with the worlds 
young future leaders and emerge the best.

James Tuch Madhier is a South Sudanese national who 
completed his Secondary School education in the year 2011 
scoring a mean grade of A-(minus). He went to Canada in the 
year 2013 under the WUSC scholarship. He is a pioneer in several 
development projects and is among a group of young leaders 
who will get the chance to address the world during the EDD 
conference in Brussels, Belgium.

Madhier emerged among the 14 finalists from a pool of 172 
applicants from around the World. The best candidates are 
identified on the basis of their knowledge, leadership, and 
achievements in any one of the 15 topics that have been pre-
selected for the conference, as well as their public speaking skills. 
The selection is also based on their expertise in development 
issues, their personal commitment to their cause and their ability 
to express their views knowledgeably and with inspiration.

Madhier is a founder of ROSS Daily, an on-line magazine and 
is also a current student at the University of Toronto. He will 
definitely be representing Beyond Sciences Initiative project, 
which he co-founded at the University to promote global 
education and global consciousness.

“We enable on-line remote mentor-ship to students in Kenya, 
Brazil, India, and Ukraine as well as First nations Youth in Canada. 
We believe that only a combined effort of global access to 
education and global interaction among the world youths will 
solve the current global issues such as carbon footprint, high 
infant mortality rate in developing countries, women’s health 
among others,” says Madhier.

Madhier is also the partnership director at the Africa Trade 
Organization and an instructor at Toronto District Education 
Board.

The EDD 2015 is slated from the 26th May to June the 6th 2015. 
The program, organized by the European Commission, is an 
annual event that aims to provide a forum where young future 
leaders and world leaders meet to discuss world issues in depth 
and explore possible solutions. This year’s even will be attended 
by Jean Claude Junker, President of the European Commission, 
Martin Schulz- The president of the European parliament, Linda 
McAvan- Chair of the Committee on Development, European 
parliament among other World leaders.

By John Thon

4

WUSC STUDENT 
TO GIVE A SPEECH 
DURING EUROPEAN 
DEVELOPMENT DAY

accidentally knocked down a child from the Great Lakes 
regions. The rider was severely beaten by members of the 
Great Lakes community as they assumed the accident was 
intentional. This sparked revenge attacks from the two 
communities leading to the death of at least 8 people.

Our investigations into motorbike accidents revealed that 
a good number of riders have not attended any driving 
school and therefore do not understand the country’s traffic 
rules. Most accidents therefore occur due to negligence of 
the motorbike riders. Those who do not attend the driving 
schools point out the high amounts of fees charged by 
the two driving schools in Kakuma. These young men 
prefer learning how to ride from fellow riders who mostly 
inexperienced and not certified riders.

Nyalang had to go through surgery to stitch up her upper 
lip and arms. The motorbike accident left her with scars that 
will always be a reminder of that fateful day.  She is lucky 
to have escape with minor injuries since other cases leaves 
victims paralyzed, without limbs and in serious cases results 
into death.

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF A 
MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT

• Use a clean piece of cloth to stop bleeding and prevent 
loss of life through excessive loss of blood. Avoid direct 
contact with blood if you have any cuts on your hands.

• If the accident victim has an injury on the neck, try as 
much as possible not to twist or turn the head so as not 
to cause further damage to the neck.

• If the victim suffers a broken limb, try as much as possible 
to keep the limb(s) straight. You may tie two sticks on 
either side to prevent the limb from moving in opposite 
direction hence causing more damage

• Notify the area security, authority, or anyone who is in a 
position to get help. Call the ambulance.

• If possible take a photo of the accident scene with your 
phone. This might help in investigations.

• Take the motorcycle away from the road so as not to 
obstruct traffic or endanger the lives of other road users.

• Most importantly, take the victims to the hospital as soon 
as possible.

• Report all accidents to the nearest police station.

“I only realized that the motorbike rider 
had been texting his brother before 
loosing control after he apologized 
and tried to explain what had 
happened”

Continued on the next page
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It’s Monday morning and like other parts of the country, life 
is slowly coming back to the once lifeless schools as schools 
re-open for the second term. Unlike other parts of the country, 

children in Kakuma refugee camp are having to cope with 
deteriorating conditions in some of the schools in the refugee 
camp. The determination to learn and a good future is well written 
all over their faces as the young kids carry metallic tins to school. 
These tins turn out to be their seats in class. The congestions 
in the schools tell the story of limited resources in the camps. 
Despite these conditions, Kakuma refugee camp has over the year 
produced top performing students in the county, some scoring as 
high as 418 marks out of the possible 500.

Cush, like many other primary schools in Kakuma Refugee Camp, 
is one of the most populous schools with an estimated enrollment 
standing at 4,500 pupils. There are 14 functional classrooms with 
three under construction. According to William Agany Mabior, 
the head teacher, distribution of limited resources pose the first 
challenge in the school’s administration. He took me through 
simple calculation by dividing 4500 pupils by 404 desks to see 
how many pupils sit on a desk. We found out that the desk which 
has a capacity of sitting four pupils is sat on by eleven pupils 
thus sitting 7 additional pupils in excess causing conflicts in the 
students sitting positions. The school administration had to step in 
and deprived standard one and part of standard two streams desks 
and gave them to upper classes.

The school administration with the help of Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) implementing agency decided institute learning 
in shifts for the pupils. The first group attends classes at around 
7.30am and leave at 11.45am while the other group attend classes 
in the afternoon. I asked to physically see how the system works 
and I was surprised to discern that class 2A, which should hold 45 
pupils as per the government standards and 70 pupils by the UN 
standards, had a total of 223 pupils.

“With this congestion, the education we offer now is not going to 
be of quality reason being that teacher to pupil ratio is completely 
overstretched hence poor learning methods.” Agany said. He 
pointed out that it was impossible for a normal teacher to mark 
all the books within the 45 minutes before moving on to the next 
class.

“My nightmare,” Agany says, “comes during admission. Early this 
month three nursery school section sent me some learners to 
join class one and it became very difficult to squeeze them in 
classes that were already full. When I try to send some learners 
away with their parents to look for admission somewhere else, 
I read disappointment and bitterness on their faces. Now I have 
developed a friendly new way of dealing with the problem called 
‘joint admission. If the parents come with their pupils we simply 
go to classes to check together if there is a space for thee child to 
sit. After that we return to my office and ask the parents whether 
I can admit their child or they go home with him or her. It is sad 
on my part as a head teacher to turn away learners with right 
qualifications but what can one do?”

Donors and implementing agencies have been trying their best to 
support education in Kakuma Refugee Camp since its inception 
but the influx of more refugees is outstretches the available 
resources.

WITH THIS CONGESTION, THE EDUCATION WE 
OFFER NOW IS NOT GOING TO BE THE BEST 
REASON BEING THAT TEACHER TO PUPIL RATIO 
IS COMPLETELY OVERSTRETCHED HENCE POOR 
LEARNING METHODS

Number of 
students in 
class 2A

THE RUSH FOR SPACE
WITH MORE THAN 200 PUPILS IN A CLASS, CUSH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
STUDENTS HAVE TO GIVE MORE TO GET PRECIOUS EDUCATION
By Maker Mayen
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SHE HELPLESSLY 
WATCHES AS HER 
BODY GOES INTO 
PARALYSIS

FADING 
HOPES

“I feel like I have lost everything in life,” are the words that 
start off our interview at Nyajing’s home. The 44 year old, 
Dieng Puoch Nyajing, is an Ethiopian refugee who arrived in 
Kakuma in the year 2011. She lives in Kakuma 1, Zone 1, Block 
9 with her only son as she does not know the whereabouts 
of her other four children. “I fear my children may be dead. 
We were separated back in Ethiopia due to some insecurity,” 
says Nyajing. Nyajing lost her husband in Ethiopia. Since 
she arrived in Kenya in the year 2011, she has been the sole 
provider for her last born son.

Her troubles started after giving birth to her 5 children after 
which she was diagnosed of Asthma and Rheumatoid arthritis 
a systemic inflammatory disorder that primarily affects joints. 
Joints become swollen, tender and warm, and stiffness limits 
their movement. With time, multiple joints are affected 
(it is a polyarthritis). RA typically manifests with signs of 
inflammation, with the affected joints being swollen, warm, 
painful and stiff, particularly early in the morning on waking 
or following prolonged inactivity. Increased stiffness early in 
the morning is often a prominent feature of the disease and 
typically lasts for more than an hour. Gentle movements may 
relieve symptoms in early stages of the disease.

Her seemingly lifeless and painful body tells a story of 
suffering and lost hopes. At this point, she struggles to get 
us a chair. One can feel her struggle and how she pants from 
carrying the plastic chair. We learn from her neighbour’s 
that sometimes her condition gets worse and she is unable 
to take care of herself or what many would consider the 
simple basic chores like washing clothes and cooking. The 
neighbour’s have been cooking and washing for her for the 
last four years but some of them are now giving up on her. 
Her greatest fear is that one day no one will come knocking 
at her door to check up on her.

In 2011, upon her arrival UNHCR staff at the reception 
identified her suffering from the sign she showed and 
referred her to the International Rescue Committee (IRC). 
The IRC diagnosed her of Rheumatoid arthritis and offered 

her treatment. She has since then been booked for further 
treatment in Nairobi a couple of times but this is yet to 
materialize. Apart from medication that she regularly receives 
from IRC main hospital, she also has to undergo a painful 
procedure of removing fluids from her swollen joint. 

Nyajing feels that the agencies have not done much to help 
her. The food ration that she gets is not enough for her and 
her son. She also feels that she needs a special diet due to 
her condition. “I do not know who or where to go to for help 
and even if I knew the doors to knock on to, I don’t have 
enough energy to take me there,” says Nyajing in a low voice. 
“My only hope for living is my son. He is young and I keep 
asking myself, if I am to die who will take care of him for me?”

She is however thankful to the community for their support. 
. She points to the walls of the house and tells us that the 
house was constructed for her by her neighbours.

Her illness is taking a toll on her. She is slowly losing her 
body to the illness with no hopes of getting any better. Her 
condition is made even worse by her asthmatic condition 
and a subtle loss of eyesight. 

“I FEEL LIKE I HAVE LOST EVERYTHING IN LIFE,”

By Yung Jeremiah Puot

PHOTO: Dieng at her 
home in kakuma 1

PHOTO : Dieng’s swollen knees

PHOTO: By Otieno 
Samuel
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Dear diary, I am excited today.  I 
have been chosen to take part 
in the first docudrama refugee 

series to be shot in Kakuma Refugee 
Camp as a ‘Boom Swinger’ (an assistant 
to the production sound mixer). Well, 
this will not be my first time to hold 
that role in a film production but the 
level of professionalism and creativity 
behind this series will definitely prove 
to be my first.

The Sandstorm Series is a 6-part 

docudrama series that revolves around 
issues facing refugees in the camp on a 
day to day basis. It seeks to educate and 
inform viewers on some critical issues 
such as drug abuse, gender equality, 
and rights among others. The shoot 
is estimated to take three weeks and I 
am excited to be part of the FilmAid’s 
production crew. The director of the 
film, June Ndinya, arrived with her crew 
a week before the scheduled time for 
shoot. This was followed by a week of 
rehearsals by the preselected actors.

WEEK ONE

The first scene was shot at the Ethiopian 
market in a Congolese owned hair 
and beauty salon. The day was hot 
and windy and being the first day 
of the shoot, I knew the day would 
be slow. The set-up proved difficult 
for our gaffer, Victor Kamonde, as his 
equipment would overheat at some 
point because of the high temperature 
but he finally found a way of cooling 
them.  We had to block a big part of the 

THE DIARY OF A 
SOUND PRODUCER
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busy market for hours before we could call it 
a wrap and at some point in the middle of the 
shoot, the residents and business community 
complained about it.

Most people were amazed at the level of 
professionalism, the modern state-of-the-
art equipment and the huge crew that was 
taking part in the production. This was my 
first scene and the wireless boom Mic, though 
heavy, was going to be part of me for the 
next 3 weeks. Despite the challenges, the first 
Assistant Director (AD) called it a wrap.

Our second day of shoot took us to Kakuma 2. The location shoot is a small 
roadside kiosk that would make the gangs hideout in the docudrama. The 
environment was much better than the previous days. The scene actors 
were all male and less time was spent on make-up. The second day was 
smooth as everyone was aware of what they were expected to do.

Third day, Wednesday 28, January 2015, our shooting took us back to 
Africana Restaurant in Kakuma I Zone I Block 10 (Ethiopian Market).  The 
bar scene attracted a lot of onlookers 
who wanted to catch a glimpse of the 
young and neatly dressed actresses who 
posed as bartenders. 

The final day took us to Kalemchuch hill. 
This was going to be my toughest scene. 
In this scene, Olivier- the main character, 
and her friends went jogging. I could 
not keep up with their speed up and 
down the hill and I found myself on the 
wrong side of every crew member. “We boom man… toa hiyo MIC hapa( 
Hey sound man, get your Mic out of my view),” they would shout at me 
from time to time. I then finally found myself a good position to hold my 
boom stick and everything went on well. After spending the better part 
of the day at Kalemchuch, we moved our shoot to Kakuma 1, 10D area. 
Here we were shooting an interior scene inside a South Sudanese house. 
The scene had a man and wife involved in domestic abuse where they 
exchanged some bitter words and at some point got physical. It was an 
enjoyable afternoon to see how a young couples life could turn out in real 
life.

WEEK TWO

Our week two started with some lighter scenes at Kalemchuch hills before 
taking us back to Africana Restaurant. The Africana restaurant would 
make a key location for our shoot. Today we were shooting Zubeda, the 
bar owner, who has employed the beautiful ladies as bartenders. She 
also has ‘Body’ her security guy. Zubeda is involved with the boys’ gang in 
doing illegal business. In the scene, Body and Zubeda are involved in an 
argument when suddenly Zubeda slaps Body. Not everyone in the crew 
and actors expected that to happen and everyone was left in shock. The 
poor Body had to take a few more slaps as the director called for more 
takes on the scene. These scenes were easier for me as they had little 
movement and I was able to capture the best quality of sound.

The second day of week two took us to the host community for some 
external scenes. The hot and windy weather conditions was challenging 
but the director was committed to make the day a success. We had to 
push our creativity to the limit to overcome the noise created by the wind, 
which we did overcome.

This week also saw us do a night shoot at Kakuma town. The night scene, 
that was shot at a dump-site located right next to the bridge, was turned 

PHOTO: SandStorm night shoot at Kakuma Town

PHOTO: SBy Otieno Samuel
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into daylight with the bright production 
lights that we had. This attracted curious 
on lookers who were kept away by the 
heavy presence of security officers. We 
had to fine-tune our sound equipment to 
capture the night ambiance of crickets in 
the background. This was the best shoot 
so far as most of the crew and cast took 
their smart-phones out to capture the 
moment. However, our first AD did not 
let this get in the way of the shoot as 
he kept everyone on their toes, perhaps 
he had been in many of such scenes 
or even better. The night-shoot took us 
into midnight and some of us had to be 
accommodated in town for the night.

The next morning we were back to 
business. However, due to the previous 
night’s shoot, everyone was exhausted 
and we had to work into the weekend to 
cover scenes that we did not manage to 
get the time to shoot. 

WEEK THREE

This week would be no different from the 
first two weeks. After a relaxing Sunday, 
Monday was going to be a good day for a 
good shoot. This week had lesser number 
of scenes to cover and so we were more 
relaxed. The second last day saw us shoot 
the tragic loss of Nal, one of the gang 
members, in a scene that portrayed a 
motorbike accident. The location of 
the scene was at the Kakuma Sports 
Association field in Kakuma. Our make-
up artist did a wonderful job covering 
Nal with fake blood as he lay still on the 
ground, catching onlookers by surprise 
assuming that Nal was actually dead. An 
old woman from the host community 
wept, but her tears were cut shot after 
the AD called out ‘CUT’ and Nal rose from 
the dead sending some onlookers to their 
feet.

The final day of the shoot combined 
a unique audience with the casts. The 
scene was shot at Clinic Four basketball 
court. Olivier, a human rights activist 
in the series, was holding election 
campaigns and to pull crowds, FilmAid 
team organized a mock mini-event. It 
was a colorful scene as Olivier and her 
opponents were supported by a groups 

of colorfully dressed traditional dancers. The event wrapped up our 6-part 
sandstorm series shoot.

The next day fell on a Saturday. The director and her crew decided to use the day 
to pre-screen one scene from the shoot. All the actors and actresses showed up 
dressed in their best. The look on all their faces when the rough cut was screened 
showed a sense of achievement and pride the actors took in the production. 
The Director June Ndinya selected her favourite actor ‘Nal’ one of gang’s group 
member and gave him a advice that, “It is really amazing to have you; really you 
made my work easier. So, I urge you guys to stick together and work hard because 
in unity there is strength. Do not separate but remain as one.” She concluded 
her comment by calling sandstorm actors’ to remain united even after the 
production. 

I really loved and enjoyed being member of sandstorm crew; so eager to see the 
final product.

PHOTO: Dawit holds a boom microphone during Sandstorm series shoot
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Hollywood actor and model Ger Duany, will join 
UNHCR Kenya in Kakuma Camp as the world 
commemorates World Refugee Day on June 20. 
Duany who is a former Lost Boy-  the thousands of 
orphaned or separated Lost Boys forced to flee Sudan 
during the 1983-2005 civil war, is also a high profile 
supporter of the UN Refugee Agency.

Now a United States citizen, Duany has taken on 
this role to advocate for the refugee cause. He has 
described his role as an honour and feels a heavy 
burden of personal responsibility to support the 
cause. He recently acted with acclaimed actress 
Reese Witherspoon in ‘The Good Lie’, a based-on-
truth drama about Lost Boys resettled in the US.

Duany plays one of the boys in the film, mirroring 
his own experience in many ways. He was separated 
from his family and recruited as a child soldier before 
becoming a refugee in Ethiopia and Kenya then 
being resettled to the United States. He made his 
debut as an actor in the 2004 film, “I Love Huckabees” 
and is a role model for many.

He remains concerned about his homeland and 
efforts under way to restore peace and stability in 
South Sudan, which became independent in January 
2011 but has been plagued by chaos and conflict 
between government forces and rebel fighters since 
December 2013. Some of his relatives have sought 
shelter in Ethiopia and Kenya to escape the latest 
fighting.

Duany has said that becoming a UNHCR High Profile 
Supporter “is a unique opportunity. My journey has 
come full circle in many ways.” Reflecting on his 
past, he says that he has gone from an “idyllic” early 
life in a South Sudan village to child soldier during 
the devastating north-south war, refugee, actor, 
international model and US-based peace activist. 

He considers himself fortunate. “There were so many 
moments along my journey when I could have 
perished, as so many of our people did. It breaks my 
heart that today kids from my country [South Sudan] 
are experiencing the nightmare of killing, destruction 
and mayhem – while elsewhere children of their age 

go to school.”

As a high profile supporter for UNHCR, Duany joins an influential 
group of celebrity backers, headed by UNHCR Special Envoy 
Angelina Jolie, who spread awareness and boost support for UNHCR 
around the world. “I will share my life’s journey of hope and the 
ability to overcome adversity. The importance of the task is not lost 
on me,” Duany has stressed, adding: “It is my humble obligation to 
take up the mantle.”

Duany has said his “journey” with UNHCR began when he was a 
small boy in Itang refugee camp in Ethiopia. “I was brought to 
Dadaab camp by UNHCR and resettled to the United States 22 years 
ago,” he notes. Last year, UNHCR reunited him with his mother and 
14 other family members in Kakuma camp. He also visited Gambella 
in western Ethiopia, “where I saw refugees streaming across the 
border. I heard horrendous stories of their experiences in flight. It 
was heartbreaking, and it sealed my resolve to become a voice for 
refugees.”

FROM THE 
CAMP TO
HOLLYWOOD
STARDOM
By Cathy Wachiaya

PHOTO: Ger Duany poses for a photo (SOURCE; Internet)
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2014 stands out to be an odd year in 
the academic sector, a year when the 
best performer in Kenya Certificate 
of Secondary Education was a girl. A 
scenario that has never been witnessed 
in the camp since its establishment. 
Noor Rahma Mohamed is a Somali girl 
who defied all the odds and was named 
the “best overall student” as well as the 
“best girl” in Kakuma Refugee Camp after 
obtaining the highest overall points in 
the final KCSE exams.

She started her education journey at 
Surat Pre-school in 2001, a year after she 
came to the camp with her family from 
Somalia. Pre-school life was interactive 
as she would sit in a classroom with 
children from different nationalities. 
She proceeded to Horseed Primary 
School and was enrolled in class one. 
She was bullied many times as she was 
the youngest with only seven years. 
She completed her primary school 
successfully with the help of her parents 
and teachers. “I can’t tell how my life 
would have been without the help of 
my parents especially my mother. She 
has been my greatest motivation and 
instilled in me a strong belief in the 
transformational power of education 
and why I should not give up.

“I still remember vividly when I was in 
class seven and got 43 marks in social 
studies and brought the report card 
home. She asked why I dropped and I 
defended myself saying am better than 
some pupils. She sat me down and 
explained that I should get the highest 
marks; that I had the same brain capacity 
as that boy whom we sat together in the 
same class room; that we are taught by 
the same teacher and read the same 
books. I should not look at those behind 
me but rather at the front line.” She 
narrates. That conversation changed her 

I KNEW THAT MY WHOLE LIFE DEPENDED 
ON THE CHOICE I MADE IN HIGH SCHOOL 
WHETHER TO FLOURISH OR PERISH AND I 
COULDN’T THINK OF THE LATTER

WHO RUNS THE WORLD? GIRLS!
YOUNG NOOR’S DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED HAS SEEN HER EMERGE THE BEST GIRL IN 
KAKUMA REFUGEE CAMP IN THE KENYA CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION. RAHMO 
MAHAMED INTERVIEWED HER TO FIND OUT HOW SHE MADE IT TO THE TOP. 

PHOTO: PORTRAIT OF NOOR RAHMO
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The green color is a color associated with prosperity 
worldwide. To many of the refugees living in Kakuma, green 
color may mean a little more than just a color. To a majority 
of the refugees, especially the new arrivals living in Kakuma 
4, symbolizes life, hope, growth and harmony which are 
symbolic important ingredient in life.

In a place where land and water resources are scarce, refugees 
have had to come up with innovative ways to survive. Kitchen 
gardens are slowly springing up in Kakuma Refugee Camp 
with many families relying on these small farms for food and 
sometimes income. It takes a lot of effort to start and maintain 
a kitchen garden in the semi-arid areas but the rewards are 
worth the effort.

In Kakuma, fresh vegetables from these gardens supplement 
nutrients supplied from the food rations given by the World 
Food Programme (WFP). In ‘The Refugee’ 4th Edition, Beatrice 
a HIV positive Burundian refugee admits that her kitchen 
garden has been an important source of nutrients for her 
family. The fresh vegetables are hard to come by and having a 
constant supply is worth every effort. Among the crops grown 
by many kitchen gardeners in Kakuma are sweet potatoes, 
okra, pumpkins among many others.

Preparation starts by tilling a small piece of land outside your 
house. After tilling, the women (men are rarely involved) 
look for organic ash which they scatter on the tilled land to 
neutralize the soil and kill pests. Then, they gather animal 
waste which they add to the soil to improve on soil fertility. 
Thereafter cultivation is carried out and the garden is watered 
for better yields.

Kitchen gardens are important as they ensure the best use of 
limited resources. Water and other kitchen wastes are taken 
back into the Eco system; water waste is used to water the 
plants while organic kitchen waste is used as manure on the 
same gardens.  

KITCHEN GARDENS FOR 
BETTER NUTRITION

PHOTO: A home with a kitchen garden in Kakuma 3

By Emman Nasralla

attitude towards social studies and in the final exams it was 
her best subject in terms of performance. She consulted her 
mother in case she had a problem and her advice was always 
of use to her.

She passed with 309 marks in her KCPE and started her high 
school at Somali Bantu Refugee Secondary School, a rough 
distance of 2KM from her home. “Despite being a girl, walking 
alone and crossing the seasonal “lagas” whether with flowing 
water or not was nothing compared to my determination to 
study.” She says.

Studying in the camp was not comfortable, with the high 
temperatures reaching over 40 degrees Celsius and dust 
blowing from early morning to late evening making it hard 
to concentrate. Besides, the classrooms are overcrowded, the 
teachers to students ratio is unimaginable, learning materials 
are inadequate but they have to be utilized to the maximum 
by all. Even with all those hardships, her school attendance was 
regular as she wouldn’t absent herself from school unless she 
was unwell.

“I knew that my whole life depended on the choice I made 
in high school whether to flourish or perish and I couldn’t 
think of the latter.” Everything reaped should first be harvested 
therefore sacrifices and struggles are key inputs. “I had to 
attend afternoon classes without lunch as my home was far 
from school and walking on the scorching sun was unbearable. 
I used to sacrifice my weekends and holidays for revision and 
group work. Discussing concepts with friends and group mates 
was the best time to explore the strengths and weaknesses of 
every person.”

She is very grateful to her teachers for mentoring her and 
sacrificing their weekends in ensuring the syllabus is covered 
within the time recommended. She recognizes the importance 
of having positive female role models around her in her 
elder cousin who got WUSC scholarship and who’s currently 
studying in Canada. Asking her about what she would wish to 
do in future she says, “I haven’t yet decided but will major in 
either Finance and Business Administration or Medicine.

Her advice to girls in school is that the environment under 
which you study doesn’t matter as long as you focus on your 
studies and have the right support. “If I have made it they can 
as well.” She comfortably says with smiles. “An educated girl has 
the key to any kind of life she desires and the only way we can 
eradicate some of the challenges girls face like early marriages 
and SGBV is by being educated mothers and leaders.” She adds.

“I strongly believe in the saying that educating a girl is like 
educating a nation because if you’re educated and understand 
the importance of schooling, your children are likely to do well 
in school.” She concludes.
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KAKUMA’S HOME 
MADE RADIO

Where did you get the knowledge 
and skills of setting up a radio 
station?

When I was young, at the age of five 
years, I liked playing with electronics, 
repairing broken toys that I used to 
play with. After some time I started 
connecting lamps and repairing some 
electronic appliances like pocket radios 
and kitchen appliances. I didn’t go to 
school and no one taught anything. 

When did you start this radio 
programme and what do you 
broadcast?

I started broadcasting in the year 2011. 
I have been on air since then until a few 
months ago when I could not afford to 
get a constant supply of electricity. I am 
a musician, I compose my own songs 
though in Somali language. I broadcast 
my own songs throughout.

How did you come up with the idea 
of setting a radio station?

The idea came to mind one evening. 
I was jobless and I was thinking of 
what to do to pass time. I realized that 
the camp did not have a radio station 
dedicated to the refugee community 
and so I decided to connect a few 
things here and there and came up with 
a home-made radio station. I wanted to 
entertain my neighbours with my songs 
and those of others.

Who are your main audiences?

I am not sure how far the radio waves 
reach but I have gotten some positive 
feedback from the youths around since 
I mostly play the reggae genre which 
most youth from Sudan, Congo, Burundi 
and Somali enjoy. I operate from 7.00am 
to noon. I am also involved in training 
the youth in music production during 
my free time.

So far how many songs have you 
produced and what responses do 
you get from the community?

So far I have produced eight songs of 
my own. I have also produced more 
songs for artists living in the camp. 
Every time I walk in the market people 
ask me when am releasing a new song 

and I keep telling them soon.

What are the challenges you are 
facing?

My main challenge is finance since 
I lack enough money to buy new 
equipment such as a solar panel and 
battery to operate. I would be grateful 
if I get anybody to help me finance the 
programme so that I will be able to 
continue with the radio programme.

Where would you want to be in the 
next 5 years?

I would like my radio station to grow 
and be the first community radio for 
the refugees which will focus on issues 
affecting us and also use the languages 
understood by all refugees.

I would like 
my radio 
station to 
grow and 
be the first 
community 
radio for the 
refugees

IN AFRICA, RADIO IS KNOWN TO BE THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION TO PEOPLE LIVING IN REMOTE AREAS. MEET ABDULKADIR MOHAMED 
WHO HAS MADE HIS OWN RADIO STATION IN KAKUMA REFUGEE CAMP.

PHOTO: AbdulKadir playing a guitar at his home in Kakuma 3
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You official name is Henry O. Ohanga, why do you prefer to 
be called Octopizzo?

Henry and Octopizzo are two different people. Henry is a brother 
to someone. Octopizzo is someone I have employed for a job. 
The time for Octopizzo is when I perform in shows and concerts. 
Octopizzo came from a long way. Oct. is a prefix for eight and 
I come from Kibera which is number eight, Nairobi had eight 
districts, and Kenya has eight provinces. The eighth letter in the 
alphabet is ‘H’ for Henry and Hip-hop. My father also named me 
after the king of England known as Henry the 8th. Eight means 
infinity that is, it never ends. Octopizzo simply means octopus 
but I gave it swag by calling it Octopizzo.

You have been to Kakuma a couple of times. What 
motivates you to come to Kakuma?

I came to perform the first time I came to Kakuma but when I 
saw the youth here, I saw myself before becoming Octopizzo. 
So I thought of how I could help them. We came up with a 
programme that can help them and that is what keeps me 
coming here. Outside the refugee camp, refugees are victimized 
in many ways. They are seen as terrorists and people who can’t 
do anything. They don’t see refugees as people with talents and 
can also do jobs in offices. There are those who were born in the 
camp and for them it is home so being called a refugee does not 
sound good.

You are always involved with youth, have you ever taken 
time to talk to the elderly?

I have never talked to the elderly, because going to the elders 
and advising them may seem like lack of respect. Secondly, I 
don’t know if they would understand the language I use. I don’t 
really think that the elderly have something to say but the youth 
are the ones who have a lot to say. If you want to change an old 
person who would probably die in two days, you are not making 
a change. Younger generation can change but elders cannot so I 
don’t deal with them.

Has music been your dream career?

No. I have never dreamt of becoming a musician. I wanted to do 
a course known as clearance and forwarding at the port but I did 

not have money to join campus so I did not do it. I used to attend 
shows and concerts and realized that people were always saying 
negative things about Kibera and I felt bad because I am from 
Kibera. It was all because we did not have a representative so I 
decided to be the first positive thing about Kibera.

How did you make it to the music industry?

I started just like any other person. I first worked as a mason for 
two years and worked in a garage for a year. I also did promotion 
for selling things along the road for one year. I then did census in 
2009. That’s where I got my first earnings for recording.

What are the challenges you have faced in your music 
career?

I have faced a lot of challenges and I am still facing them even 
today. Sometimes I record songs but shooting the videos 
becomes expensive or I shoot videos but they are not played on 
TV. There were times I could not afford to pay for my rent or even 
buy clothes. I have a kid whose mother ran away but as an artist, 
I express all these challenges in songs. I have performed in more 
than a thousand shows for free just to market myself. 

Who is your role model?

My mother. She passed on in 2003. She is the one who taught me 
everything that I know. She taught me how to talk to people, she 
took me to school, she taught me everything including cooking 
and washing my clothes. She is my hero.

What can you tell the upcoming artists in the camp 
especially those who take you as their role model?

Being an artist is not easy. It is not good to drop out of school and 
start music. There are challenges you face as a musician. There are 
artists who are greater than me but because they have not gone 
to school they can’t even sign contracts. They suffer because they 
have not gone to school. In other words, all artists should put 
education first. You should know maths before thinking of writing 
songs. Ninety percent of my songs is based on literature. I employ 
stylistic devices like metaphors, repetition and similes in my 
songs. If it is rapping, anyone can rap because rapping is talking 
faster but what makes a rapper different is their educational level.

OCTOPIZZO
ONE ON ONE WITH
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Kirundo Women’s Group is a group based in Hong Kong- 
Kakuma 1. It’s made up of five refugee women who came 
up with the idea of forming a womens group to generate 

income instead of idling around. It was founded early this year 
and takes part in various activities around the camp. Their main 
aim is to cook for workshops and trainings that are conducted 
within the camp. It is through this that they earn their living as 
most of them are the sole bread winners in their families.

“Our uniform shows the unity we have in what we do,”  says one 
of the women with a smile. “Nothing is possible without unity 
and being one,” adds another.  The main reason they formed the 
group was due to poverty within their families. The food ration 
they receive is not enough to cater for their families’ needs. They 
never saw any help forthcoming so they decided to form their 
own group which they were optimistic would work for them. 
Luckily they got support from the community and agencies at 
large. Lutheran World Federation (LWF) trained them on how 
to improve their groups earnings and engage them in catering 
services whenever they have functions in the camp.

The women organize themselves according to responsibilities 
and how to conduct the cooking programme.  After getting 
orders for meals, the women purchase supplies using money 
from their own pocket. Another challenge they face is not 
getting enough orders to sustain their business but they remain 
positive and are still hopeful.

The group goes through vetting before landing a contract to 
prepare food for trainings. The normal process is to apply for a 
tender as you await approval and this is done because of the 
numerous groups that seeks this service contract. The level of 
vulnerability is taken into consideration with the most vulnerable 
given priority.

Kirundo womens group is a focused group and they work hand 
in hand to uplift the other and that is why they help each other 
whenever the need arises. Whenever one of them falls ill, for 
instance, the group works together to fill that position in order for 
them to achieve their goals. 

The group has rules that govern them; they have to be respectful 

towards each other and be at their best behaviours while 
executing their duties. Their uniform represents uniqueness and 
uniformity which is something they take pride in.

Having an account under the groups name creates a sense of 
accountability. Their advice to the youth is that they should open 
up to various opportunities that present themselves . “The youth 
should take their education seriously since education is the key 
for a better life,” says Mama Jackie as she is commonly known. We 
were not able to access  education, if were a little educated our 
lives would be so much better and we would be able to satisfy 
our families needs,” adds Mama Ever. 

The group has gained a lot both financially and knowledge since 
its establishment. Through this group the women are supporting 
their families economically with the little they get from service 
delivery. They have also learnt a lot by attending trainings offered 
by different humanitarian agencies to livelihood groups and 
business owners.  They are happy that they are now able to 
make their own decisions with the knowledge that they have 
gained. Though the income they get is not much it goes a long 
way in helping them sustain their families in a more comfortable 
life. Furthermore, they understand that their business may not 
provide a steady or regular income and they have learnt to 
maximise on opportunities and survive on the little they get.

One of the challenges they face is not getting timely payment for 
the services that they offer. Some customers may delay payment 
for various reasons but once they get it they are able to plan 
with the little income and save some for future projects. Another 
challenge is that they are paid the same amount of money even 
when food prices go up. This phenomenon makes their profits 
fluctuate with them earning less everytime commodity prices go 
up and vise versa.

By Ayan Mohamed

KIRUNDO
“The main reason as to why we started this group was because of so 
much poverty in our families.”
BY AYAN MOHAMED

“WE WERE NOT ABLE TO ACCESS  
EDUCATION, IF WE WERE A LITTLE 
EDUCATED OUR LIVES WOULD BE SO 
MUCH BETTER AND WE WOULD BE ABLE 
TO SATISFY OUR FAMILIES NEEDS”
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For many Dafurians, traditions and culture are a part of life. 
Some of these traditions have been passed over from 
generation to generation. Beauty and good grooming is 

always an element in most traditional African cultures with body 
painting and hair art being given a special attention. 

Mohammed Hassan, 27, is a South Sudanese refugee from Darfur 
region refugee living in Kakuma 1- Hong Kong. He owns a barber 
shop at zone three Hong Kong market. His is a unique business 
of the traditional method of shaving. He started his business as a 
way of earning a living. His aim was to offer a unique service from 
other barbers, a business idea which he regrets not.

 “Starting the job was not an easy task and I never thought it 
would take me this far. Nonetheless, I have found it easy to 
manage and have more customers since it’s hygienic,” says 
Mohammed. “I use a new razor per customer,” he adds. 

On a good day, Mohammed earns up to Ksh. 500 and this has 
enabled him to invest in a taxi motorcycle which he has given 
his brothers to manage and earn a living from. His business does 
not rely on electricity and this gives him an advantage over his 
competitors. He works from morning to evening making 50 
shillings on every head he shaves whereas other barbers wait till 
the power generators are switched on and work within a limited 
time. I decided to try out his services and was impressed at his 
skills. I must admit that I feared the blade at first as I thought of 
the blade going through my skin at some point but was quickly 
reassured of my safety when he made the first stroke with his 
razor and comb.

It is believed that close razor shaving is the best way to prevent 
the annoying the painful razor bumps for men. Using a razor is 
a quite an effective way to closely cut hair preventing it from 
growing inside the skin and causing sore razor bumps. “Talents 
are the simple ways to live a successful life but to try it out sets 
fear aside as an obstacle. “Being a refugee is not being out of 
talent as the youth might think, give it a try and it may surprise 
you,” says Mohammed.

THE RAZOR
BARBER

Refugee, just a 
status

When you ask people what the definition of the word 
refugee is, you get completely diverse answers. 
Some may say it’s a bad omen, a curse while others 

may define it as a status. I tend to agree with those who take 
it as a status because it is an inevitable condition that anyone 
may find themselves in. 

Refugee is always accompanied by a deplorable state of 
poverty and suffering among other ills. Hence many people 
are modest and defiant about their own abilities. Most people 
do not realize that suffering is part of life and it is only for a 
period of time. Yes, we are suffering but what are we doing 
to improve our lifestyle? We should always take positive steps 
towards creating a comfortable environment, employ our 
God-given conscience and at least move a step forward.

Many of us are undergoing psychological torture due to 
flashbacks and traumas which are unavoidable unless we 
practice self acceptance and put in more efforts to get over the 
traumatic past experiences. Take Kakuma for instance, it’s tough 
and challenging to live in Kakuma taking into consideration 
the harsh environmental conditions. In many occasions, we 
curse the scorching sun for emitting its uncompromising heat 
that torture our skins and hope for at least a rain drop, but 
when it does rain, another nightmare arises. The rains bring 
about floods and many other challenges that come with it. It is 
a great challenge living in this kind of environment but we are 
forced to adapt living in this kind of conditions. 

Regardless of the situation we manage to show a considerable 
amount of fortitude, perseverance and hard work. Suffering 
should not be a block to our path to success. I like to think that 
one of the differences between successful people and failures 
is how they endure suffering and face the challenges that 
often blossom with it. Most successful people have undergone 
suffering and counter-struggle in life but they still manage to 
work hard to achieve their goals. 

I always admire children in Kakuma Refugee Camp because 
despite the challenges and tough living conditions they still 
afford to radiate charming smiles. Such smiles usually define 
some kind of acceptance in them. My line of thought is that 
acceptance should come from within a person.

We need to pull ourselves from the suffering that we are 
wallowing in and be grateful to the almighty God because we 
are privileged to have a chance to live. One question I would 
like to ask my fellow refugees, especially the youth is ‘where 
would you be ten years from now?’ Think about it for a while 
because I strongly believe you have all the opportunities that 
could make you who you want to be in life and fulfill your 
dreams and goals. Refugee is not captivity but it is medicine 
that heals out wounded hearts with time.

By Ukech Daniel

By Yusif Kalo
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By Thon John

Alakiir Deng arrived in Kakuma Refugee Camp in the 
year 2000 together with her aunt and her immediate 
family after leaving Sudan because of war which 
forced them to flee. While in the camp, Alakiir did 

not attend nursery school but instead joined class one in the 
year 2003 at Imatong Primary School. She studied there for four 
years and then got transferred to Juba Girls Primary School. 
Unfortunately, Juba Girls was closed down in the year 2009 due 
to a high number of repatriation that took place at that time. 
Alakiir then joined Kadugli Primary School where she became a 
candidate the following year. “By then I was younger and I used 
to read during school hours only from 7.30a.m to 1p.m while the 
rest of the day was spent cooking, fetching water and carrying 
out other chores. “Although I used to have a lantern lamp that 
was donated to female candidates by Windle Trust Kenya, I hardly 
had time to read.” She recalls.

She sat for her KCPE and managed to get 243 marks out of the 
possible 500 marks which was below average. “I failed to attain 
at least the half marks (250) or above because I did not prepare 
adequately. I used to go to school because others were going 
and I never knew the value of education.” She said. Alakiir came to 
realize the importance of education when she received her KCPE 
results, she did some introspection and soul-searching.

“I came to my senses and began asking myself: what do I want 
to do in school and how to achieve my dreams? What obstacles 
will prevent me from achieving my dreams and how to do away 
with the obstacles?” She said. Although her KCPE marks were 
below average, she managed to secure an admission in Kakuma 
Refugee Secondary School in form one in 2011. A school she 

was to study in for the next four years but then life in high school 
was not as easy as she presumed. It was difficult to cover the 
sylabus in most subjects since most teachers were employed on 
temporary basis. . Lack of text books for revision was the main 
challenge she and other students faced. For the first two years of 
learning the time was limited to cover the sylabus since learning 
was half day from 7.00am to 1.30pm. 

“My first grade in form one was C plain. I was happy since it was 
better than my KCPE results but I realized I had the potential to 
do better. Therefore I put in more effort in my studies and did not 
lose hope. In form three I improved significantly from C plain to 
B plain and I was motivated to work harder than before.” She said. 
. Alakiir sat for her KCSE in the year 2014 and managed to score 
63 points out of the possible 84 points which is a B plain which 
came as a surprise to many. She gives thanks to her aunt who has 
been more than a mother to her.

She gives a big thanks to her physics teacher Mr Joseph 
Wekesa and Mr Kapis Okeja who have been like fathers to her 
and nurtured her in the right path. She also appreciates all the 
teachers who have been supportive to her. She advises students 
to take education seriously and avoid negative peer pressure. 
She also tells them to be disciplined, set goals and work smart 
towards achieving their goals.

Alakiir’s dream is to study Biomedical Engineering in order to 
improve devices used to detect and treat diseases.

DON’T GIVE UP
“MY FIRST GRADE IN FORM ONE WAS C PLAIN. I WAS HAPPY SINCE IT WAS 
BETTER THAN MY KCPE RESULTS BUT I REALISED I HAD THE POTENTIAL TO 
DO BETTER...”
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Have you ever been faced by an incident which led 
you to challenge yourself academically, emotionally, 
spiritually, etc?

Reading short stories was one of my hobbies during teenage 
stage. In fact, I read almost every piece that few interesting 
writers from Africa had produced. Even though I love reading 
them; I hated one thing. I didn’t like other authors’ work. I felt 
I need to create and write my own short stories. But I had a 
problem too! I wasn’t good in writing.

Someone may want to side with South Sudan/Uganda’s 
Scholar and arguably Africa’s oldest writer whose literature has 
literally refused to age; Prof Taban Lo Liyong. He once dismissed 
East African as a dry, desolate and barren stretch wilderness 
where literature has simply refused to sprout. To add pepper to 
my shortcomings in writing, at the time, I couldn’t stand public 
speaking. To sum this up, I was an average performer in English. 
I had to do something. I had to put those ideas from my head 
into writings.

Since the inception of The Refugee Magazine, upcoming 
writers particularly school leavers; high school students in the 
camp have been given an avenue to take their writing skills to 
the next level. This is the right time to challenge yourself and 
have your stories featured. In return, you’ll have honed your 
skills, improved performance (English grade), gained publicity 
for your work as well as gotten spontaneous and genuine 
feedback and recommendations.

Writing like most professions, is ever continuous as you read, 
study as well as write at your spare time.

Am missing the land I know well
Am missing my home country immensely
Every time I close my eyes I see the memories passing
The people and places I know are in the past now
Now replaced with new faces that are here
But these memories will not fade

Homesick I have been this long!
It started when we got divided and parted
It gets worse when war devices are given and sold
And this is how it ended:
People were killed
Families separated
Children got starved
Some were disabled
Houses destroyed
Businesses looted

I wished it didn’t go any further
But it did and we got displaced
Now we live in refugee camps feeling homesick

Looking for old friends and relatives
That were not there anymore
Seeing their pictures makes me feel nostalgic
Who would have thought I’d come so far from home?
I guessed it was easy to experience adjustment at first
When one gets uprooted from his/her homeland
But I witnessed it is not

The strength to cope homesickness makes me keep going
What I miss most is my childhood house where I grew up
The people I miss most are my neighbours
Because they were the people I used to see most
When I see the colourful flag of my country
I MISS HOME

One day I shall return
Where we love is home
Home that our feet may leave but not our hearts
For there is no place as better as home!

BY NOOR RAHMO

It’s all here
WRITE YOUR THOUGHTS OUT

Summary: 

Oscar-winning producers Ron Howard and Brian Grazer team up with the producer of The Blind Side 
in this uplifting true story that follows a young refugee of the Sudanese Civil War who relocates to the 
United States with three other “lost boys.” Encountering the modern world for the first time, they develop 
an unlikely friendship with a brash American woman (Oscar winner Reese Witherspoon) assigned to help 
them. But the young man not only struggles with his new life, but also with feelings of guilt about the 
family that he left behind in war-torn Africa.

By Malok Mading

POETRY

HOMESICK



MEET A FEW REFUGEES AND 
GET TO KNOW ABOUT THEM

COMPILED BY AYAN MOHAMED 
AND CHELIA ROSE

My name is Salma Mohamed. I 
am a Darfurian refugee. Every 
morning I wake up to make 
breakfast for my family. Afterwards 
I have to prepare my children and I 
for school. I go to the same school 
as my 2 children. My first born 
child is a class behind me. He is 
in class 3 while am in class 4. The 
youngest is in nursery school. After 
school I have to make lunch for my 
family and later relax with them 
at home. I am a football fan and 
every evening I take my kids with 
me to watch a football match at a 
nearby field or a film at FilmAid’s 
evening screening. I am a refugee, 
a person like you.

SAFFA ISSACK
I am a business woman making 
and selling bhajia in Kakuma 3 
market. I have to wake up as early 
as 3am to prepare bhajia as most 
people like them for breakfast, 
thereafter,  I prepare my children 
for school before heading to the 
market. Since my commodity is 
fast moving, I am usually home by 
10am after which I clean my house 
and perform some chores like 
any other married woman.  I then 
attend an English class before 
going back home to prepare 
lunch for my family. During the 
weekends, I like spending time 
with me friends, apply henna and 
take traditional coffee. My friends 
and I are refugees, we are people 
like you.

SALMA MOHAMED

JUST HOW 
MUCH DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
REFUGEES?
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 My name is Mohammed Adam a 
secondary school student. My day 
begins at 5am. I have to wake up 
early and prepare for school. Most 
of the times I go without breakfast 
and have to rely on the meal 
provided for in school to survive. 
I have big dreams for my future 
and I believe through education 
I will achieve all my goals. After 
school, I fetch water and do some 
basic house chores like wash my 
clothes. Then I take my book to 
read under the setting sun before 
making dinner. I am a refugee, a 
person like you. 

Refugees are the special people 
chosen by God and I am happy 
to be one of them. To us, the 
World Refugee Day is a day of 
a union where refugees from 
different countries cultural beliefs 
and traditions come together 
to celebrate. I feel happy living 
peacefully in my new home 
Kakuma, rather than living in my 
homeland which is insecure. They 
took our land but they can’t stop 
the success in us. 

My name is Yusif M. Kalo. I am 
a journalism student. I wish to 
congratulate the host countries 
for keeping their doors open 
for people searching for safety 
and showing generosity that is 
often well beyond their means. I 
specially want to thank the Kenyan 
Government for their support 
towards the displaced persons 
and asylum seekers and the UN 
assembly for being like a mother 
to us for the many years we have 
been in this camp. 

OKELLO’O MAURICE
KALO M. YUSIF

MOHAMED ADAM

SALADI WAMALIKO

I know it is very hard 
to accept the facts 
and status of being 
a refugee, just as I do 
but I always believe 
that one day one time 
our homeland will be 
at peace with many 
opportunities for us.

Have a joyful World 
Refugee Day
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PRM A gift of the 
US Government

HAVE
YOURARTICLES
PUBLISHED

NEXT
PUBLICATION

ON
OUR

E-mail Us on therefugeekak@gmail.com

Views expressed in this publication do not reflect those of FilmAid, UNHCR, or PRM.


