
www.filmaid.org

FilmAid Kenya
3 Riara Massions, Riara Rd
P. O. Box 21751-00505 Nairobi
Kenya

FilmAid International
234 Fith Ave

New York, NY 10001
www.filmaid.org

RIO 2016 OLYMPIC SCREENING 
REPORT



FilmAid partnered with The International Olympic Committee, The United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), Amnesty International 
and Globecast to broadcast the Olympic Games in Kakuma Refugee Camp 
in honour of the first-ever refugee team. This was a historical event as it 
was the first time that refugees were competing in the Olympics. It was 
a great opportunity for the refugee community to follow the live events 
from the 2016 Olympics in Rio, and most importantly, the races that their 
fellow refugees were participating in. 

FilmAid, with the help of the Kakuma Refugee Camp community leaders, 
identified two locations in the camp where giant screens were erected 
to facilitate the live broadcast. The community leaders commended the 
two venues for the screenings - Kakuma 4 (Hope Primary Grounds) and 
Kakuma 1 (Sanitation Area).

The venue in Kakuma 4 was a significant one since most of the refugee 
athletes that were participating in the Olympics came from this camp; an 
area that is predominantly inhabited by South Sudanese. It was an exciting 
moment for all the community, especially for the youth, who could not 
believe that they would get the chance to see their friends and neighbours 
participating in this important event that had a worldwide audience. 

It was also extremely encouraging to the young generation, encouraging 
them to believe that it was possible to succeed in their goals, not just in 
the Olympics or sport but any goal that they are working towards.  The 
refugee athletes from Kakuma participated in the following competitions: 
Men’s 1500m, Women’s 1500m, Women’s 800m,  Men’s 400m and the Men’s 
Marathon. All of them made it to the finish line. This was an exceptional 
start given that it was their first time competing in the Olympics. In total, 
five (3 male and 2 female) refugees from Kakuma Refugee Camp took part 
in the 2016 Rio Olympic Games.

Overall Goal
With the support of our partners, FilmAid was able to broadcast the Olym-
pic Games for the community in Kakuma with an aim of giving them the 
opportunity to celebrate their family, friends, neighbours and fellow com-
munity’s achievement, and cheer them on together as they go for gold.

Target Group
The broadcasts targeted all the refugees from the different nationalities 
that are currently living in the camps.

Below outlines a summary of representation by gender, geography and 
demography:

Executive Summary

Fig. 1 Gender representation of refugee athletes 

60% female

40% male



Fig. 2 Representation of athletes by camp

Kakuma 4

Kakuma 1

40% 60%

Fig. 3 Demographic representation of screening participants

DATE MONTH YEAR LOCATION ACTIVITY CHILDREN MALES FEMALES TOTAL

5 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 2000 1500 800 4300

5 8 2016 KAK4, AREA OLYMPICS 3000 2500 1000 6500

6 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 1000 900 500 2400

6 8 2016 KAK4, AREA OLYMPICS 2000 1000 700 3700

7 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 1000 800 400 2200

7 8 2016 KAK4, AREA OLYMPICS 1500 700 600 2800

8 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 1000 600 400 2000

8 8 2016 KAK4, AREA OLYMPICS 2000 1500 800 4300

9 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 700 900 8000 9600

9 8 2016 KAK4, AREA OLYMPICS 2000 4000 2000 8000

10 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 700 200 100 1000

10 8 2016 KAK4, OLYMPICS 1500 3000 1200 5700

11 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 1000 900 700 2600

11 8 2016 KAK4 OLYMPICS 4000 2000 1000 7000

12 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 700 600 500 1800

12 8 2016 KAK4 OLYMPICS 2000 1000 800 3800

13 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 800 500 200 1500

13 8 2016 KAK4 OLYMPICS 1500 2500 1000 5000

14 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 1000 700 500 2200

14 8 2016 KAK4 OLYMPICS 1600 2500 1000 5100

15 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 2000 1000 900 3900

15 8 2016 KAK4 OLYMPICS 3000 2000 2500 7500

16 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 800 1500 600 2900

16 8 2016 KAK4 AREA OLYMPICS 1200 1400 900 3500

17 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 800 1500 900 3200

17 8 2016 KAK4 AREA OLYMPICS 2000 1000 800 3800

18 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 500 1400 600 2500

18 8 2016 KAK4 AREA OLYMPICS 800 1500 900 3200

19 8 2016 KAK1,SANITATION AREA OLYMPICS 750 1150 650 2550

19 8 2016 KAK4 AREA OLYMPICS 750 1600 700 3050



The Kakuma programme team held several planning meetings to discuss and share 
information and ideas on the implementation of the broadcasts. Team work was a 
very important aspect of the implementation process. Staff worked in harmony 
to ensure that the process of broadcasting was a success. Each staff member had 
individual responsibilities assigned to them that led to the overall success of the 
implementation of the 2016 Rio Olympic broadcasts in Kakuma.

Publicity and community sensitisation of any kind of activity is extremely important. 
It was noted that the particular games that were publicised prior to broadcasting had 
a very high attendance/audience. This practice can easily be adopted in our regular 
activities and events in particular to ensure that we have maximum reach.

Engaging community leadership during the planning stages was very important 
because this brought a sense of ownership by the community as they felt part of 
the process. This practice can be used to eliminate any form of unforeseen resistance 
by the community. It can be easily used to create awareness among the community 
members and be embraced in the future to ensure a participatory approach in all of 
our programmes.

Process Leading to Effective 
Implementation

Good Practice Examples

There were some cases in Kakuma 1 where certain groups 
amongst the youth became rowdy. FilmAid immediately 
responded by conducting Mass Awareness Campaigns to 
sensitise the youth against their vice. The situation was 
immediately contained and the subsequent broadcasts 
went ahead as planned with no issues.

Challenges

The 2016 Rio Olympic broadcasts was a historical exercise 
that not only motivated the refugees but made them 
believe that a talent combined with hard work can make 
one achieve their dream. 

The broadcasts also brought the much needed 
psychosocial relief to the refugee community and they 
were extremely grateful to The Olympic Broadcast 
Committee, United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees, Amnesty International, Globecast and FilmAid 
for making it possible. 

Conclusion
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“Pur started running when he was 
a young boy back in South Sudan 
when he was herding cattle, I never 
thought he would be among the 
first refugees to compete in the 
Olympics” Rebeca Nyagony Chuol, 
South Sudanese, Aunt to Pur (one of the 
refugee athletes)

Margaret Nachi, Aunt 
to Angelina (one of the 
refugee athletes), ‘Our 
culture does not allow 
women or girls to take 
part in such sport, I hope 
this will be a turning 
point for our girls to 
believe in themselves.’

Grace Apule – South 
Sudanese 
“I’m happy for my fellow 
athletes and wish them well, 
although I didn’t make it this 
year am sure I will in four 
years.” 

Lazarus Deng - 
South Sudanese

‘A win from Team Refugees 
would change how the 
world views refugees.’ 

Augustine Mwechi – 
Congolese

“I’m happy because for the 
first time we, refugees are 
represented in the Olympics 
and not just people with 
countries.” 

Regina Eminyang 
Paul- South Sudanese 

“Angelina and Rose were 
my school mates. I now feel 
the challenge to take up my 
(athletic) talent seriously to be 
like them.’ 



 Mary Aluel- South Sudanese 

‘Having refugees compete in the 
Olympics is great and the idea to 
enable us to watch the Olympics 
Live is even greater! I want to 
cheer the Refugee Team and get 
to see them bring medals home.’

Ajok Mach – South Sudanese

“The Olympics has changed our 
view on the girl child in Kakuma in 
that the society now understands 
that such games are not meant 
only for boys but girls can also be 
great participants in the events”. 

Simon Changkuoth Gatkol – 
South Sudanese 

Our theme “From Nowhere 
to Win” tells the kind of 
environment we are situated in, 
where the world has a different 
perception about who refugees 
are. 

Rehema Abuselam- Somalia 

“I have always watched The 
Olympics from my TV. Most of 
these young boys would be 
in film dens where the police 
would arrest them but with this 
screening people are able to 
watch the games peacefully. Am 
happy to see people brought 
together just to watch and 
cheer.” 

Mading Peter- South Sudanese 

‘Seeing someone you know 
among champions during 
the opening ceremony live is 
amazing. I believe that there are 
many talented refugees here 
in the camp and this is just the 
beginning. All the best Team 
Kakuma.” 



Click to watch video
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Visibility and Media Coverage
FilmAid worked with Amnesty International to produce a film that focused on the 
community involvement and appreciation of the Refugee Olympic Team.
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